Research Engaged Teaching: Student as Producer
University of Lincoln has adopted ‘Research-Engaged Teaching: Student as Producer’ as a framework of the practice and development of teaching, learning, assessment and course content.  The following working definition has been put forward, Student as Producer is:
‘A fundamental principle of curriculum design, where students learn primarily by engagement in real research projects, or projects which replicate the process of research in their discipline. Engagement is created through active collaboration amongst and between students and academics, underpinned by the effective use of information resources.’ (University of Lincoln, 2010)
The idea is that this is not is be regarded as a definitive statement, but a ‘statement in development’ with the intention that the concept Student as Producer is not static, but dynamic and there can be no hard and fast rules regarding its implementation within any single programme (University of Lincoln, 2011).  

If ‘research’ is characterised as a process of producing knowledge, ‘research engaged teaching’ can be characterised as teaching and learning engaged with knowledge production processes.  The ‘student as producer’ produces knowledge; ‘their teachers’ enable and facilitate this happening or work with students as co-producers and co-researchers.  It is teaching and learning in the ‘discovery mode’ rather than ‘receptor mode’.  This brief paper sets out some tentative ideas about how the principle of 'Student as Producer' can be applied and transformed in professional education in general and social work education in particular.  
Professional Education
Qualifying social work education can be regarded as the experience and process of ‘becoming a social worker’.  Which, in the terminology of Benner’s (1984) ‘professional expertise development’ model, is moving from ‘novice’ to ‘advanced beginner’.  One question facing us is what could the characteristics of this experience and process be within a Research Engaged Teaching and Student as Producer Framework?  What would social work students produce and how might the production process be characterised? 
The idea of ‘student as producer’ attempts to move away from ‘student as consumer’.  Within ‘student as consumer’ the student is taught and learns; they receive knowledge from their teachers.  This model still characterises many students and social work educator’s thinking about social work education.  However, there are a number of professional education strategies that fit well with ‘teaching and learning in the discovery mode’, including, problem based learning, enquiry based learning, case study analysis, problem solving activities, student seminar papers, group projects and presentations, service user and carer participation, practice placements, reflective learning and practice, constructing self knowledge through reflexivity.  Also there are a number of (sometimes disparate) ideas that connect with social work practice and research, including ‘evidence based practice’, ‘practitioner research’ (Mitchell, et al., 2010), social work as action research, hypothesising, practice as a knowledge production process akin to qualitative research, practice as ethnographic and/or biographic research processes (Riemann, 2005). 

Time on Placement
Social work students spend half their time in the university and half their time in practice.  Given what has been argued above it can be seen that time in engaging in real world practice fits neatly into 'student as producer' and 'research like activities’.  However, the idea of practitioners’ producing knowledge may need to be developed and transformed to fit in a more comprehensive way with professional education.  In social work education ‘student as producer’ not only produces 'knowledge' but ‘action’, and this combination of ‘knowledge’ and ‘action’ is what we call ‘practice’.  So, ‘student as producer’ in ‘social work education’ produces practice.  There are a number of ways ‘practice’ is itself a knowledge production process (Eraut, 1994; Fook et al., 1997) .  Firstly, practitioners transform previous knowledge so that it can be applied in new situations.  Secondly, practitioners construct new knowledge when they make sense of the situations, develop assessments and plans.  Thirdly, social work expertise (knowledge and action) is developed through practice experience.  Most importantly such knowledge, action and expertise is not produced alone but in collaboration with others.  These others include service users, carers, team and interprofessional colleagues, frontline supervisors.  
Time in the University 

Time in the university ideally is spent in engaging in education processes that aids becoming a ‘critical practitioner’ by the end of the course, albeit at a stage of ‘an advance beginner’.  These processes are likely to need some reframing and redevelopment to fit with ‘student as producer’.  Instead of ‘student as consumer’ of knowledge they will need to be seen as producers and transformers of knowledge, as thinkers, as argument constructors, as collaborators, as ‘critics’, as practitioners, as actors in their environments and as researchers and developers of their own critical insights and understandings.  Academic staff, service users and students need to work alongside each other in the production of emancipatory knowledge and action.  Luckily, as previously stated, there is much already in place in terms in current teaching and learning, sometimes in embryonic form, that fits with ‘student as producer’, for example, service user involvement, use of case study analysis, problem based learning, enquiry based learning and much more.  The biggest challenge maybe in transforming teacher- student relations to one of co-producers of knowledge and not assessing students as re-producers of knowledge but as knowledge and practice constructers.
Challenges and Next Steps 

For practice placements it might be a question of being more able to clearly articulate to ourselves and others how practice teaching, learning and assessment fits with ‘student as producer’. 

For university-based teaching and learning it might be attitudes, roles and processes of teacher and learner that need transforming, building on what we are currently doing.  As well as innovation it is likely to involve recognising and articulating more clearly those aspects of current teaching, learning and assessment that fit with ‘student as producer’.
Eraut, (1994) suggests that:
The barriers to practice centred knowledge creation and development … are most likely to be overcome if higher education is prepared to extend its role from that of creator and transmitter of generalizable knowledge to that of enhancing the knowledge creation capacities of individuals and professional communities. (original emphasis)

A starting place maybe thinking about building student capacity in relation to ‘reflexivity’, ‘reflective learning’, ‘skills of analysis’, 'hypothesizing', ‘argument construction’, ‘collaboration’, ‘searching electronic databases', 'practitioner researching' and 'action researching'. We have been asked to complete a ‘Student as Producer – Self Assessment Tool.  The process of completing this may help us to take these ideas further.
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